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“In nature there is no blemish, except in the mind,


None can be called deformed, but the unkind.”       -   Shakespeare
There is no disabled or deformed person. They are differently abled in the right sense of the term. Only those who are unkind to the others are disabled or deformed according to the great poet Shakespeare. While an estimated 400 million persons with disabilities have the capacity to contribute to national development in the Asia and Pacific Region and have increasingly become agents of change in their communities through their collective action, the majority of persons with disabilities are still excluded from education, employment and other economic and social opportunities. They constitute 20 percent of the poorest people in this region. 

Following the International Year of the Disabled persons in 1981, the United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution of December 3, 1982, adopted the World Programme of Action concerning disabled persons. It aimed at achieving full participation and equality and protection of rights of persons with disabilities. In 1995, the Indian Parliament passed “The Persons with Disabilities - Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation Act”. It proposes that every child with a disability should have access to free education in an appropriate environment till he/she attains the age of 18 years. The Act promotes the integration of students with disabilities in normal schools. It also gave the provision to have special schools for those in need of special education. 
In India, about 50 million people have one or other form of physical, intellectual or sensory impairments and half of these numbers are women. A study carried out by Indian Labor Organization in six Asian and Pacific countries including India, shows a relatively high incidents of disability among women between the age of 15 and 44, when compared to men in that age group. 
In India serious developmental disabilities are caused to children due to inadequate attention to certain essential nutritional requirements of expectant mothers, belonging largely to disadvantaged sections of society. According to Human Development in South Asia Report (2001) the incidents of anaemia among the expectant and nursing mothers between the age-group of 15 to 19 years is highest in India in the SAARC region. About 30 percent of all infants born in India are born weighing less than 2500 grams, which is the WHO cut-off level to determine low birth weight with a lower chance of survival and higher risk of disability (Independent Commission on Health in India, 1997). 
Among the disabilities hearing impairment remains the most invisible to the general public. Hearing impaired are those in whom the sense of hearing is non-functional for ordinary purpose of life. They cannot hear or understand sound, even in the amplified speech. This category includes persons with hearing loss of more than 70 decibels in the better ear to total loss of hearing in both ears.

The Magnitude of the Problem
It is estimated that over 25,000 children are born Hearing-Impaired every year across the 3.28 million sq. km. of India. In other words over 50 children are born Hearing-Impaired, every year in a district of twenty lakhs population. (Indian Human Development Report 1999). 
A random survey done by schools for the Hearing-impaired, reveal that two out of one thousand hearing-impaired children born are Christians. There are about 20,000 Hearing-impaired Christians in India. Among these 20,000 Hearing-impaired Christians only 10 per cent are educated in schools. Those educated are mostly from urban areas. The rural poor Hearing-impaired persons mostly remain uneducated. The Hearing-impaired Christians are the silent minority in the Church in India.

Holy Father Pope John Paul II has often reminded the members of the Church to pay a special attention to the physically and mentally challenged persons, in recognizing their dignity and identity, by providing them with good education and vocational training, and adequate pastoral care. 
Barriers for the H.I. in Participating in the Sacramental Life of the Church

· The Hearing-impaired persons who are educated in oral schools for the Hearing-impaired can lip-read (speech read) the speech of others. In the Church during Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, they cannot lip-read all that the priest speaks or prays. So they remain as silent spectators during the Holy Mass.

· The uneducated Hearing-impaired persons depend upon sign language. Sign language differs from place to place.

· An attempt is made to co-ordinate all Indian sign languages and makes a uniform sign language for all of India.

· Since the Church services are not interesting and hearing-impaired have no part to play in it, most of our Catholic students and adults join the protestant groups for payer services.

· The Protestant groups who operate mainly in cities and towns have pastors trained in sign language, who conduct the prayer services in sign languages.

· In some centers in Tamilnadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, more than 500 Hearing–impaired persons attend the payer services.

· The Catholic Church in India is yet to recognize that there is a need for a separate pastoral ministry for the Hearing-impaired.

THE CONTRIBUTION OF REV. FR, HARRY STOCK, CSC 

FOR PASTORAL CARE OF THE DEAF

· When the Catholic Church in India ignored the need to care for the silent minority of Hearing-impaired , Rev. Fr. Harry Stock, CSC got trained in the pastoral care of the H.I. and served  the silent Church for the last three decades in India, Sri Lanka , Bangladesh, Malaysia and Singapore.

· He traveled extensively all over India and South East Asia and conducted retreats, seminars, and offered Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in sign languages. He prepared H.I. Children and adults or the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Penance, Holy Eucharist and Marriage.

· A number of Catholic school teachers and religious men and women were trained by Fr. Harry to care for the pastoral needs of the Hearing-impaired Catholic Children.

· Rev. Fr. Harry has gone back to Canada for medical treatment.

· We thank Rev. Fr. Harry for all the wonderful things he did for the Hearing-impaired. (silent) Church.

THE SILENT CHURCHES IN WESTERN COUNTRIES

The Bishops’ Conference of USA, Canada , Germany , France, England, Spain and Italy had adopted resolutions to grant full participation for the Hearing-impaired in the Sacramental life of the Church, just after the conclusion of the Vatican Council 11.

· It was made mandatory to have at least 2 priests trained for the pastoral care of the H.I. persons.

· Every Diocese had to have survey made of the Disabled population and on awareness created among the people of God to accept the Disabled persons as part of the Church.

· It was also adopted to have Hearing-impaired persons ordained for this special ministry as priests or deacons.

· Wherever the number of hearing-impaired persons exceeds 50, a special Holy Mass is offered for them on Sundays, by a trained priest.

· Wherever  the number of Hearing-impaired persons are less, a sign language expert is made available, to interpret the proceedings of the Holy Mass or the Celebration of the Sacraments.

· Even the mentally challenged are permitted to receive the Sacraments.

THE SILENT CHURCHES IN ASIAN COUNTRIES AND AUSTRALIA

· Hong Kong, Taipei, South Korea , Malaysia, Singapore and Sri Lanka have trained priests to care for the pastoral needs of the Hearing-impaired  persons. Australia has also a network of pastors to care for the Disabled.

· They organize conventions, retreats and one-day recollections for the Hearing-impaired community regularly.

· Hearing-impaired persons gather together for the celebration of Marriage, Baptism Confirmation and Holy Communion. Priests or Trained catechists prepare the Hearing –impaired persons especially for the reception of Sacraments.

MAKE THE CELEBTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS LIVELY FOR THE HEARING-IMPAIRED PERSONS

Jesus said to John’s disciples, “Go back and tell John what you are hearing and seeing, The Blind can see, the lame  can walk, those who suffer from dreaded skin diseases are made clean, the Deaf hear, the dead are brought back to life and the Good New is preached to the poor.” (Mt:11, 4-5)

· The mission of the Church is to make the blind see, the deaf hear, the lame walk, heal the sick and preach the Good News to the poor.

· Every Diocese in India can train up 2 priests for the pastoral ministry among the disabled, especially among the Hearing-impaired.

· Accord full participation for the H.I. persons in the celebration of the Sacraments.

· Permit them to read the lessons and the Psalm with responses for Holy Mass

· Encourage them to enact the Gospel event after the Gospel reading.

· Appreciate their singing in sign languages.

· Motivate them to take the offering and pray the offertory prayers for their special needs.

· Allow them to use total communication: Speech and sign during the celebration of the Holy Mass and other Sacraments so that the verbal and non-verbal H.I. persons can participate fully in the celebration.

· Remember that prayer and worship of the Lord is not a monopoly of the Hearing people. The Lord hears the prayers of the disabled, especially the silent prayers of the H.I. persons.

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHURCH TO THE DISABLED

Jesus will reply, “ I tell you, whenever you did this for one of the least important of these followers of mine , you f\did it for me.” (MT: 25:40). Jesus healed the disabled, the sick and the poor. So the church shall extend a healing touch to the Disabled during this decade. 

· The Catholic Church in India has done yeomen service in providing good education for the Disabled in India.

· The church institutions also provide Skill Training in some places

· The Church could do much more for the Disabled by opening its normal Schools and colleges to the disabled, irrespective of cast and creed for inclusive education, as per U.N. Charter, ESAP recommendations and the provisions of the Disability Act -1995.

· The Church could provide Rights Based, Barrier Free, and inclusive society for the disabled in the current century.

· The Church through its hospitals, Clinics and village workers could make an extensive survey of disabled persons and enable the to identify disability among the new born babies and get the disabled treated accordingly and placed in pre-schools for early training and education.

· The Church could provide skill training through its ITI’s, Polytechnics, and Engineering Colleges to the disabled persons and provide opportunities for suitable employment.

· The Church could absorb as many disabled persons as possible in its own schools, colleges and hospitals, clinics and help the disabled to live a dignified life.

· The Church could activate women’s self help organizations to give skill training and rehabilitate as many disabled persons as possible in their own community set-up. (CBR)

· Finally, the Disabled Catholic is also part of the Church. They have an inalienable right to live as respected persons in the Church, participation in the sacramental life of the Church and be accepted as they are in the local church.

· The Church in India could train up priests and pastoral workers who could help the disabled, especially the silent Hearing-impaired persons.

CONCLUSION

Human race during the last century did come to understand the problems of the disabled persons and passed legislations to improve their conditions. It is the right of all disabled persons especially the H.I. persons to have equal opportunities to get good education, employment and enjoy civil rights.

· In order to integrate well in society and be a dignified, productive citizen Hearing-impaired persons should get good education.

· Government, Social Organizations and the Church should no more consider disabled persons as a burden to society. They are differently abled. If they are given opportunities, they would develop their talents and be productive citizens.

· Disables persons especially the H.I. persons do not require charity. They have rights. Society and the church respect their rights. They have potentialities, which could well be utilized for the growth of the society.

· Innumerable are the examples of the disabled persons who have developed their talents and contributed to the growth of the society.

· Beethoven , though he was hearing–impaired person  became a great musician.

· Hellen Keller, though she was H.I and V.I. over came her handicap and lived productive and committed life for the sake of other disabled people.

· Thomas Alva Edison though he was Hearing–impaired invented so many great things for mankind.

· Milton, the English Poet was blind and yet he wrote his best poems after he became blind.

· Major HPS Ahluwala is a physically challenged person, but climbed the Everest. He is a renowned activist of the Disabled.

· Ms. Anjali Arora is a V.I. person. She is a Supreme Court Lawyer.

· Ms. Anuradha Mohit special reporter of National Human Rights Commission of India is a V.I. person.

So disability is no bar to be fully human and fully alive. Good education , speech reading skills, can develop a H.I. person to be a fully matured, self –reliant, dignified, productive citizens of India.

· He / she could be also a full participating responsible member of the Church having all the privileges and contributing his/her share to the Christian Community of Love, adoration, praise and worship.

“I thank God for my handicaps, for through them, I have found myself, my work and my God.” Helen Keller
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The main mission of Jesus was to reconcile humankind with god by setting the broken world and human heart and relationship, in order.


Right from the beginning of the world and human creation, there came in brokenness and evil in the heart of man. God created the world and found everything good. The first parents sinned because of their pride and egoism. They wanted to be like God and that was the beginning of disorder. God punished man and said, “Out of sweat of your brow, you shall earn your livelihood”, and He drew them out of the Promised Land – the Garden of Eden.


Cain soon was angry with his brother Abel out of jealousy and Cain killed him, and this story continues throughout the history of mankind. It was Christ Jesus who reconciled the broken world.


Positively Jesus did everything to bring salvation. He preached Good News, gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, speech to the dumb, strength to the paralytic and cured lepers and other diseases. The only condition He demanded was their belief and their faith in Him, that He had power to heal them. More than one-third of His life was spent in the healing ministry.


We have any number of incidents and examples of Christ healing in the Gospels. To cite a few:-

1. The paralytic was told seeing his faith, “Your sins are forgiven, take up your bed and walk.”

2. A women suffering from hemorrhage for 12 years having spent all her earnings in desperation for the treatment thought, “If only I could touch the hem of His cloth’s, I would be healed.” Lord said, “Your faith has healed you.”

3. A blind man cried out, “Jesus Son of David, have pity on me that I may se.” Lord touched him, his eyes opened and he could see. He jumped with joy.

4. The leper scum of the society, hearing the voice of Jesus, cried, “If You want, you can heal me.” The response of Jesus was, “I want to, be healed.”


Great was the kindness of Jesus for the man’s salvation and to set right everything that was broken and was in disorder, in man’s life. Out of love for man, He has given us sacrament of Reconciliation, Sacrament of Eucharist, and Sacrament of Anointing. These Sacraments speak of his abiding love, in our well-being and salvation. I need not stress its healing power for our soul and body.


The Church has been entrusted with the specific task to continue the healing mission. Christ’s commission to the Church to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. She has to support all that contributes to the welfare of man. Setting the world order new, the Church has to be a healing, caring and loving community, as in the early Church.


Healing has always played a central role in the mission of the Church. In order to understand the Church’s role in healing mission, it is necessary, we understand the meaning of the word of Healing itself. The most obvious meaning of the word “Heal” as we undrstand is, to cure, and is associated with physical or mental sickness. The real meaning of the word “Heal” is restoration to purposeful living in society.


God the Creator heals and HE redeems. Man has entered into a covenant relationship with God. Still he is in need of healing and restoration, which the Creator offers. God alone can heal, restore the right relationship and bring wholeness in the place brokenness and discord.


The Old Testament clearly states that healing comes from Most High. In the great Exodus, even the idea of God, as Saviour and Healer are closely associated. In the great Song of Moses that celebrated Yahweh’s victory over the Egyptians at the Sea of Reads, God is glorified as the Lord who saves his people from the enemy and as the majestic healer of His chosen ones. He it is who in his unbroken and steadfast love saves His people from their enemies, as well as from all their diseases and afflictions. 


Let us realize our duty and responsibilities to bring healing to the broken hearts, minds and bodies. Christ has no other hands – to lay on the sick, except ours, no other mouth to encourage and console, except ours, no other to visit the, except ours.


We have heard the story of the marble statue of Jesus in a French village standing with His hands outstretched in a Church Compound. During the Second World War due to bombing it was broken into pieces. Citizens started reconstructing the statue with broken pieces; but they were unable to find the hands. Someone said, “What is Jesus without hand?” while someone else had a brighter idea. A Plague is put at the statue “ I have no hands, but yours.”


However the true meaning of healing is found in the New Testament. The threefold mission manifested by Jesus is, Preaching, Teaching and Healing. By proclaiming the Good News, Jesus casts out evil spirits, heals the sick, and reintegrates the lepers into human society. While restoring wholeness to the sick, He announces that the Kingdom of God has come.


Jesus’ ministry of healing is in line with His healing on compassion and concern about one’s neighbour.


Jesus’ prime consideration was salvation  - the state of fully integrated man, forgiven and in righteous relationship to God and His kingdom.


What we peak today of wholistic health is what Jesus practiced 2000 years back, healing a man in body and soul – whole human person. The ministry of haling handed over by Christ to His Apostles began after Pentecost with healing of a man who had been lame all his life. “Silver and Gold we have none, in the name of Jesus I tell you, get up take up your bed and walk.” What would be Jesus without our hands today?


Let me conclude with the prayer of St. Francis Assisi

Lord make me an instrument of your peace,

Where there is hatred, let me sow love,

Where there is injury, pardon,

Where thee is doubt, faith,

Where there is despair, hope,

Where there is darkness, light,

Where there is sadness, joy, and let me add,

Where there is brokenness – wholeness

EFFECTS OF THE SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

1. Every Sacrament is a means of meeting Christ. This involved (priests, patients nurses and bystanders) meeting Christ the Healer. Since Christ radiates peace and joy and love, everyone involved should radiate Christ’s peace and joy and love optimism.

2. Trough the anointing of the head and hands this Sacrament gives strength to the soul. Before we need to anoint all the limbs and senses, asking God to forgive the sins one may have committed through these.

3. There is a real deepening and strengthening of faith. This is necessary to resist the temptations against faith that come especially strong at that time.

4. The patient is enabled to pray better.

5. Other temptations – to anger, resentment, lust etc, are more easily resisted.

6. The mind is set at peace, especially as regards one’s responsibilities tom to others, tasks left undone etc.

7. If the patient be in sin and sins cannot be forgiven in any other way – as when unconscious, - they are forgiven through this sacrament.

8. One acquires an acceptance of, and resignation to God’s will whatever it be – a prolonged illness, rapid recovery or death.

9. One receives strength and courage to bear pain well.

10. If the patient is to die the Sacrament helps him/ her to die well.

11. Through its effects on the soul and mind the Sacrament affects and very often helps in the cure of the bodily illness.

Let us listen to the classical text of St James, which, in fact is read every time the Sacrament is administered: “Is there anyone who is ill? He should send for the Church leaders, who will pray for him and anoint him with oil in the name of th Lord, this prayer made in faith will heal the sick person; the Lord will restore him to health and sins he has committed ill be forgiven… the prayer of a good person ha a powerful effect.” (James 5:14-16)
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