








News & Reports

February 15 will be `Health Sunday 2004’ on the theme, “Your faith has healed you”

The Christian community in India will observe the February 9 to 15 as the Health and Healing Week and February 15 as the Health Sunday. The reflections will be on the theme, “Your faith has healed you” (Mt 5:34), which is chosen in view of giving greater emphasis on the spiritual and pastoral concerns in healthcare in our institutions and communities. 

The XII World Day of the Sick will be observed internationally on February 11, 2004. The official International celebration this year will be held at the Basilica of Our Lady of Lourdes in France. This world renowned pilgrim centre was chosen by the Holy Father because this year marks the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception. 

“Stretch out your hands to the depressed with tenderness of God”: Cardinal Barragan

“The suffering man has always had a privileged place in the biblical anthropology and the Christian message. God does not forget about the depressed person”, said Javier Cardinal Lozano Barragan , the President of the Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral Care , at the  18th International Conference on “Depression” held from 13 to 15 November, 2003 in the Vatican. “Health care providers, especially pastoral workers should stretch out their hands to depressed people to make them perceive the tenderness of God, integrating them into a community of faith and life in which they feel welcomed, supported and worthy of love and being loved”, said the Cardinal in his final statement. Participants at the Conference were experts in various disciplines of the humanistic, social, biomedical and theological-pastoral sciences, from 42 countries. Depression is classified as one of the main “killer” diseases in the contemporary world. Approximately one million people will commit suicide annually according to statistics from WHO. In the last 45 years suicide rates have increased by 60% world-wide. Psychiatric disorders, mainly depressive disorders are components of the malignant path towards suicide in 50-90 % of cases. Cardinal Ivan Diaz, speaking in the Conference said, “Pastoral care for the depressed is a must today; it must enter every home, parish, community, diocese and society at large. It is not a passive apostolate, but requires a proactive attitude which helps people to get out of their shackles of negativity and to breathe the freedom of the children of God”.  











- Alex V.

Celebration of a partnership: CMMB’S 75th Anniversary
On the morning of November 16, 2003 Catholic worshippers in New York City witnessed a moving sign of universal Church’s commitment to providing healthcare services to the world’s poor and needy. Edward Cardinal Egan, archbishop of New York, presided over the Eucharistic celebration at the St. Patrick’s Cathedral. On this day, however, he was joined by a long line of concelebrants in an entrance procession that stretched far down the long main aisle of the cathedral--Oscar Andrés Cardinal Rodriguez Maradiaga, Archbishop of Tegucigalpa, Honduras; Bishop Kevin Dowling of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference; and Bishop Cornelius K. Arap Korir of Eldoret in Kenya were some of those in attendance.

The liturgical procession was also graced by the presence of a delegation of distinguished  representatives of the Catholic Church in India: Archbishop Vincent Concessao of Delhi; Bishop Bernard Moras, Bishop of Belgaum and Chairman of CBCI Commission for Health, together with the Commission’s executive secretary, Fr. Alex Vadakumthala; Fr. John Noronha, Director of Caritas India; Fr. Thomas Kalam, Director of St. John’s National Academy of Health Sciences, Fr. Sebastian Ouseparambil, the Director of the Catholic Health Association of India, and Dr. G.D. Ravindran, professor of Medicine at St. John’s Medical College, Bangalore.

What brought this diverse group to New York City on a cold November weekend, where the visitors endured less hospitable weather than in their home countries?

All were participating in the Mass of Thanksgiving that was cornerstone of the 75th Anniversary celebration of the Catholic Medical Mission Board (CMMB). CMMB, based in New York City, is the leading U.S. based Catholic charity working exclusively in international healthcare. Guided by its mission “to provide quality healthcare programs and services, without discrimination, to people in need around the world,” CMMB works collaboratively in programs such as those treating HIV/AIDS in Africa, tuberculosis in Zambia, and early childhood diseases in Latin America and the Caribbean. Global aid initiatives include recruitment and placement of medical volunteers, medicine and medical supply shipments, emergency relief, and training grants for in-country primary healthcare workers. In fiscal year 2003, CMMB provided more than US$130 million in global aid, primarily through its network of faith-based organizations throughout the world. CMMB’s current work in India includes extensive collaboration with CBCI, and through CBCI, with Caritas, CHAI, St. John’s National Academy of Health Sciences, and other Catholic healthcare organizations working to develop a comprehensive strategic response from the Church in India to the HIV/AIDS crisis. 

While the many concelebrants at the mass of thanksgiving fittingly embodied and symbolized the spiritual motivation that is core to CMMB’s mission, the CMMB ‘family’ is a much broader one. At the Monday evening dinner that culminated the 75th anniversary celebrations, CMMB’s President, Jack Galbraith, spoke of this wider CMMB family: “. For CMMB, ‘leadership’ means finding ways to conceive and launch partnerships that draw on the unique strengths of various participants in the healthcare sector in order to achieve results that no one participant could deliver alone. Therefore, even though 2003 marks CMMB’s 75th anniversary, it’s really you, our partners in India and elsewhere, that CMMB wishes to salute in this anniversary year.”  Mr. Galbraith captured in his speech the essence of CMMB’s operating philosophy. 
· Chris Lowney from New York
