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A piece of good news deep within…!
Everyone longs for a serene, peaceful and harmonious life. But our experience is often just the opposite. The “dark night of the soul” is our common denominator in life. Anguish, despair and confusion appear every now and then in our life. For many the favorite song seems to be: “Confusion is my epitaph …!”
There is a question that has been asked from time immemorial: “What is the meaning of human life?” 

“Man is a useless passion!”, said Jean Paul Sartre. In his play “The Flies”, Orestes, the main protagonist tells Zeus: “I feel doomed. I can sleep no more …Your gift to me is a sad one of loneliness and shame. I see my life as foul and futile, a barren boon!”
It seems Arthur Schopenhauer was one day walking down the street buried in thought. Accidentally he bumped into a pedestrian. Irritated by the jolt, and by the seeming indifference of the philosopher, the pedestrian angrily demanded: “Who are you?” Schopenhauer, still deep in his meditation, replied: “Who am I? – How I wish I knew!” 
The fundamental human quest to know the inner secrets of life has paved the way for new scientific advancements. Human Genome Project and Cloning are examples of this arduous and systematic scientific research and experimentation. This issue of `Health in Abundance’ discusses the value and dignity of human life in the background of these achievements. Dr. Job Kozhamthadam and Dr. Stephen Fernandez evaluate issues like HGP and cloning in this issue. 
The words of Pope John Paul II are relevant in this context, as he writes: “Nowadays, reference is currently made to ‘genetic engineering’, alluding therewith to the extraordinary possibilities that science offers today as regards intervention in relation to the very sources of life. Every authentic advance in this field can but be encouraged, but as long as it always respects the rights and the dignity of the person from his or her conception. Indeed, nobody can arrogate to themselves the faculty to destroy or to manipulate indiscriminately the life of a human being.” (Message for the XII World Day of the Sick, Feb. 11, 2004). Our search for the sources of life should help us to understand the value, dignity and uniqueness of human life. The Second Vatican Council rightly affirmed `the human person as the crown of creation’. 
The Message of Javier Cardinal Lozano Barragán, the President of the Pontifical Council for Pastoral Health, issued in connection with the World AIDS Day, gives us a relevant reflection on the dignity of human life. It also calls for our special attention to a concerted action against the spread of HIV/AIDS. Bishop Bernard Moras, the Chairman of the CBCI Commission for Health, in the Introduction, reminds us that people living with HIV/AIDS are to be reassured of the value of their lives, their worth in the larger society and the positive contribution they can make to further enrich it. 
Many of our hospitals still grapple with the problem of Waste Management. Dr. Alexander von Hildebrand, from WHO, offers some practical solutions, from his experience of involvement in hospitals in India. 
Leprosy is curable, and its spread totally controllable. It remains a serious healthcare issue only in few developing nations, like India. Fr. Francis Borgia, who has been a pioneer in innovative interventions in this field, proposes new strategies for the Church’s presence in this field. 
We remember with gratitude Fr. Harry Stocks, CSC, who has been in India, active in the ministry among the deaf for over 30 years. This zealous missionary is now back for health reasons in his Holy Cross Province in Canada, though his heart is very much with the hearing impaired living their `silent life’ across the South Asian countries. We pray for him. In the article, the Silent Church, Bro. Dr. Devassy calls our attention towards our pastoral responsibility to the hearing impaired. 
The bottom line for our commitment is clear: the assertion on the value of human life and the trust in its Maker. This brings us back to the earlier pertinent question: “What is the meaning of human life?” Let me conclude with these words from “The Diary of Anne Frank”:

Everyone has deep within
A piece of good news!

The good news is that you really don’t know

How great you can be

How much you can love

What you can accomplish and

What your potential is.

How can you top this good news?

