Reflections on Cloning 
Pontifical Academy for Life, Vatican, 1997. 
The Pontifical Academy of Life was instituted by Pope John Paul, `with the aim of studying in an interdisciplinary perspective the problem concerning the promotion and defense of life’. “The Reflections on Cloning”(Cloning, understood as the replication of one or more individuals somatically identical to the donor), by the Pontificia Academia Pro Vita, is fundamental and official. In the 2nd chapter, “The Biological Fact” this book explains that by Cloning, Only A Body Structure very similar to the DNA donor, is produced and so this duplication of body structure does not necessarily imply a perfectly identical person, understood in his ontological and psychological reality. In cloning, the Spiritual Soul, the Essential Constituent of every person, the very Source of Personality, created Only by God, is conspicuous by its absence. 

“The Ethical Problems connected with human cloning”, the 3rd chapter begins with the strong remarks by Hans Jonas: Cloning, “both in method the most despotic and in aim the most slavish form of genetic manipulation; its objective is not an arbitrary modification of the hereditary material but precisely its equally arbitrary Fixation in contrast to the dominant strategy of nature.” It also speaks about the moral reasons why Cloning of Human body is unpermimissible (1) because in the cloning process the Basic relationship of the human Person is perverted. It causes the radical Rupture of Basic Human Bonds such as Filiation, Consanguinity, Kinship and parenthood. (2) The Human body is an integral part of every individual’s dignity and personal identity, and so not permissible to use women as a source of ova for conducting cloning experiments. (3) The very Conception of Life is a Gift of Love and not the industrial product.. In 1987 the Magisterium of the Church strongly condemned the Human Cloning, for it denies the dignity of the person subject to cloning and the dignity of human procreation.

Finally it speaks about human rights and freedom of research. At the level of human rights, the human cloning represents a violation of two fundamental principles, such as principle of equality among all human beings and the principle of non-discrimination. There is place for research, since scientific research is one of the richest resources for the humanity’s welfare, even in cloning, not in human cloning jeopardizing human dignity. 

INDIA  HEALTH  REPORT : A  Review


This report elaboratively analyses the reasons for the poor health scenario in our country, mainly due to inadequate public investment in health and health services and improper implementation mechanisms, in the provisions of healthcare in our country. This report covers the present and the past, health challenges, such as Communicable diseases, TB, Malaria, Water related /Soil-Transmitted illness (Acute Diarrhea, Worm Infections and Digestive Tract Infections), Acute Respiratory Infections (ARI), Lower infant mortality and crude deaths. It makes several recommendations, practical suggestions in regard to the control of communicable diseases, and above all for the rising threat of non-communicable diseases, reduction of infant and maternal mortality, the present emerging threat of HIV/AIDS infection, Financing of the healthcare systems, drug policy and regulations, health research. 

Tapping the potentials of Indian system of medicines, such as Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani, Yoga, Naturopathy and Homeopathy are highly recommended because all these systems adopt a holistic approach, attempting to treat the patient as a whole rather than the affected organs and above all the ISM is more life orientated than disease orientated.

This report in nutshell identifies four areas of priority for our country as (1) Significant increase in public investment in health sector, (2) Scale-up of interventions to control pre-transition diseases (infectious diseases, maternal and nutritional disorders) causing huge avoidable morbidity and mortality. (3) The foremost objective of the Indian health finance system should be financial risk protection for the poorer and weaker sections of the population therefore the report say that the access to health services should depend on individual need, not ability to pay.

With excellent mix of facts and analysis of health scenario, THIS REPORT is an INVARIABLE RESOURCE for the COMMON HEALTHCARE EXPERTS, PERSONALS of our country.

